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WORLD SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT 2025

PARTNERSHIPS FOR ACCELERATING SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT AND CLIMATE SOLUTIONS




The 24th edition of the World Sustainable
Development Summit (WSDS) will focus on

the pivotal role of partnerships in catalysing
transformative action and advancing global

sustainability objectives.

ultifarious challenges conlroiing the world are complex and interconmected,

mecessitating collective action. The medst recent repor on Sustainable

Development Goals {SDGS) reveals that enly 14 per cent af the 169 @ngers
are progreding & planned, while 30 per cent anen't even being tracked, To advances
sustainable development and cimate solutions, all acters need 1o step wp relentless
effarts. and building alliances is the key.

The 24th edition of the World Sustainable Develepmeant Summit (WD) will foows on
the piwotal robe of pannerships in catalysing transformative actien and advancing glabal
sirstainability objectives. Under the themse Partnerships for Accelerating Sustainable
Development and Climate Solutions, WSDE 2025 will be held from Manch 5-7, 2025,
girming 1o provide a platforrn for global leaders, thinkers and research fratemity to
engage In a collective discowse and knowledge exchange The Surmmit will aim to
putline a clear pathway 1o strengthen partnerships among governments, businesses,
civil sociely, and other key stakeholders around the shared purpase of designing
sustainable salutbans—drving meaninglul change and lasting impact.

Thie cover story in this Special 15sue of TernaGresn and other articles place emphasis
on partnerships for accelerating sustainable developrent and climate Solutions.
Partmerships are wital for speeding up progress, pramoting shared nesponsibility,
and inmovative solutions. By combining resowences and sxpertise, partnerships can
turn adversities into oppoftunities and generate tangible outcarmes to tackle glabal
challenges

This special edition of TeraGresn covers a wide range of themes including but not
lirmited o bust Energy Lransition, green job oppartenities, S0Gs, climate action in India,
pgroecalogy, energy efficiency, climate finance and carbon rmarket, gender-respansive
clirmate budgeting, sustainable agriculiune, sustainable development, and COF29. The
artiches showease resulis from in-depth research and provide insights 1o drive action
and design futeristic strategies. Sorme of the opinion pieces are portrayed in the form
af ‘infovation showease' that inclede any inmowative initistive, or echsodogy that
organizations in the sustainability sphere ae testifyvingimplementing/ promating. Sech
narratives and practices may trigger further collaborative research, informed decision-
making and timely action. A wide range of contributions frem various authors that
make robust, informative, and well-analysed propositions will go a londg way in fostering
clirmate adaptation strateqy and building resilience while safeguarding our bisdivesity
and the ecogsyterms

Happy reading!

Wibha Dhawan
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Knowled
Co-production

A collaborative research approach to addressing
sustainability’s wicked problems

e

Sustainability challenges are inherently complex, as they intersect in physical, biological, and social
dimensions. Solutions proposed by scholars, researchers, and policymakers often face real-world constraints,
making it difficult to implement risk-free resolutions. Via this article, Sagarmoy Phukan, Dr Amit Kumar
Jaglan, and Prof. Shaleen Singhal offer how innovative approach can help us to overcome such constraints.
This approach assists in overcoming the limitations of linear models, where researchers and policymakers

operate within defined boundaries.

round two decades ago, we
examined how key environmental
oncems were likely to unfold
for India Projections were made and
strategies were recommended to address
air poliution, water pollution, solid waste
managerment, and land degradation-
redated challenges for articulating
thee altermstiee weenario (Pachauri,
Singhal, and Kandira 2004} for Tndis
2025 This ked 10 a call for mprovernent
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across dimensions such as improved
ervironmental governance and effective
conparate ervinonmental responiibility.
Though these dimensions direw
artention back then, today they still pose
complexity and urgency 1o deal with and
rmight rémain so beyond 2025!
Sustainability challenges are
inherently complex, as they inberssct
in physicsl, biological, and socisl
dimensions (UNESOD, 20331 Solutions
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propased by schalars, researchers,
and policymakers often fsce real-
world constraints, making it difficult
to mmpdement mok-free resolutions
(Lannigren and van Poeck, 2021 Thes=
can b= termed as wicked problems™as
they are impossibde-to-sobne problems
and reguire multidimensional viewpaints
and assassments to offer holistic,
practical sodutions [Rittel and Welsher,
1973; Lanngren and van Paedk, 2021}
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CO-PRODUCTION OF
ECOSYSTEM BASED
H MO DO ADAPTETION
. CLIMATE CHAMGE
i ADAPTATION
SUSTRINABILITY URBAN BREEN
SCIENCES INFRASTRUCTURE
EFFICIENGY

i:'--|.|l.l||.||'. Singhal and fuarruas, 2004
One imnawative approach to addnressing
such problems & imtegrating multiple
stakehiolders through the co-productian
of knowledge (Maas, Pauweluzsen,
and Turnhouwt 2022). This appraach
astidts in overcoming the mitatsons of
linear models, where researchers and
policymakers operate within defined
boundaries.

Knowledge co-production isa
collsbarative and iterative process
irvohving diverse stakeholders to tackls

Fhoto credli: Soml Rishabh
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commplex sustainability challenges.
By tresting science and politics a4
imie=parsble snd co-constituted, this
approsch generates comtext-specific
knowledge and facilitates social karming
while strengthening capacity, fostering
sacial capital, and driving actionable
sustainability practices. AR the Emerion
Centre of Excellence for Sustainability
Studies at TERI-SAS, we atternpt to
strengthen the interface between

| sdence, policy and practios, valuing the

interplay of political, econamic, oultural
and irstitutionsl factors. Owerarching
and specific recommendations are being
developed by adapting knowledge
co-production approach for areas
such as enengy and dimate change,
ecystem-based adaptation and gresn
infrastructume (Singhal amd Kimar, 3024),
sustanable smart citied, water and
waste management, and sustainable
consumption and production. For
instance, we are wiing the approach
towards developing & holistic frameweork
to stremgthening capadities of highes
exfiu cational institutions {HE|s) for
transitioning towanrds net zero. This
participatory approsch engages
institutonal lesders, scademics,
administrative staff. and studants o
collaborate on reducing emissions
and achieving sustainability goals. The
framewoark integrates scientific evidence
with stakehaolder values, opindons, and
perceptions to provide comtext-specific
sustanasbility palicies. By combining
science, sacial behaviowr, gowemance,
and financial considerations, the
model fosters actionable and inclusive
sustainability strategies for campuses.
We are alsa adapting the knowledge




co-production approach in assessing
and developing the water, sanitation,
and hygiene (WasH) management
strategies for the Maha Kumbh Mela
WasH challenges at this mega event
arise due to the influx of milkons of
deswotess. Cur study imeobees 14 key
stakeholders, including pilgrims, Mels
authorities, government officials,

civil society organisations, vendors,
and fishermen, to map perceptions,
attituded, and behaviowrs that affect
WasH outcomies. Through surveys and
stakeholder inberviews, we emphasice
cultural sensitivity, inclusivity, and equity,
ensuring sustainability practices slign
with spiritusl values while addressing
hpgiens needs.

Our studies rasse the significance of
knowledge co-production approach
im gemerating actionabds intights and
diverse, value-driven decision-making
options. For example, st the Kumbh
Mela, religious beliefs often take
precedence over hygiene with limited
yet much nesded behanaoural change.
Owr prefiminary frdings suggest that
imtervertions designed and led by
engagement of multiple stakeholders
indhuding refigious lesders, anre essentisl
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to address such desply ingrained cultural
practices. In condlusion, addressing
wicked problems in sustainability
necessitates knowledge co-production
that stremgthens science-palicy-practice
interface. By fostering collaboration,
indlusivity, and culftural senditivity,
knowledge co-production provides
robwust frameworks for tackling complex
sustamnasbiity challenges. At its core, this
approsch acknowled ges the diversity of
problem dimensions and stakeholder
priorities, =nabling the development of
ac tionable, context-gpedfic wolubons.
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TERRAGREEN (WSDS SPECIAL ISSUE)

eworld is off track. Aocording tothe latest progress report on the Sustsinable Developmentioals (S0Gs)

af the 169 targets, only 14% ane on track, while 20% are not even monitored. Alarmingly, 14% of targets

shaww regression, induding those relsted to hunger, sducation, employment, and the emanonment. The

firit global stocktske undericores the gravity of these challenges. Achieving ambitious tempersture goals

requires & 43% reduction in emissions by 2050, yet cunrent nationally determined contributions are projected

e achiewe only & 2% cut. These gaps reveal not anly shortfalls in implementation but al=o deficiencies in the
data needed to guide progress.

Aoosleration nsustainable development and climate sclutions o cleardy needed, and partnerships are key to
this effort. The challenges facing the workd are multifsceted and imterconnescted, demanding collective action
Partnerships are ess=ntial for scoslerating progress, fostering shared responsibility, enabling collaborative
efiorts, and diriving innowvative solutions. By pooling resources and expertise, partnierships can deliver tangible
outommes to address comiplex global ixsies

The 2d4th edition of the annual flagship multstakeholder event af The Energy and Resources Institute (TERR
the Workd Su stainable Developmeant Surmmea (WS0E), to be heldd on 5-7 March 2025 in Mew Delhi. The Summit
deliberations will focus on the umbrella theme: Partnerships. fior Accelersting Sustainsble Development and
Chmate Salutsons

This special edition of TerraGresn covers a wide range of contributions from partners and experts on climate
action, green growth, energy frarsitions, sustsinable agriculture, sustainabde infrastructure, youth stewardship

market instrurments, gender, innovations, and sustainable consumption.
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