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Course description: 

The course is designed to provide an understanding of the economic, social and spatial phenomena that represent the 

foundation of urban development and change. It covers various theories which explain the urbanization process, 

formation of cities, city systems, city structures and relationships among the various entities within them. The course 

is structured under four modules. Module 1 sets the Over view of Urbanization Process. Module 2 covers the 

Concepts of Urban Economics. Module 3 focuses on the Spatial Organization of Cities. Module 4 is devoted Urban 

Sociological Theories. 

Course objectives: 

• To introduce various socio-economic theories which explain process of urbanization and its outcomes 

• To create an understanding about the organization of space in terms of land uses at the city level and of the 

hierarchical arrangements of urban settlements   

Course contents 

Module  Topic L T P 

1 Module 1: Over view of Urbanization Process 

 

a) Concept and process of urbanization 

b) Historical perspectives on urbanization 

c) Emerging trends and issues in urbanization 

6 2  

2 Module 2: Concepts of Urban Economics 

 

a) Agglomeration economies and scale economies 

b) Economic base theory 

c) Land use, density gradients and land rent  

8 2  

3 Module 3: Spatial Organization of Cities 

 

a) Spatial organization of cities, their growth and typologies 

b) Primate city and rank size distribution 

c) Central place theory and urban hierarchy 

d) Growth centres and growth poles 

10 3  

4 Module 4: Urban Sociological Theories  

 

a) Demographic transition theory 

b) Migration theory 

c) Internal structure of cities: concentric zone, sector and multiple nuclei 

models 

8 3  

 Total 32 10 0 

Evaluation criteria: 

 

The evaluation is based on two distinct components, viz. field work-based assignments on thematic pertaining to the 

processes and/or outcomes of urbanization (Modules 1, 2 and 4) and an end-Semester written examination (all 

Modules).  

 

                       Type                                           Weightage (%) 

 

Test I       Oral Presentation                                    20%  

Test II     Written Assignment                                30%  

Test III    Written Examination                              50%  



Learning outcomes: 

On successful completion of this course the students will be able to:  

 

1. Have a good understanding of the theories that explain the process of urbanization, urban patterns, structures 

of cities, various phenomena underlying urban development (Evaluation criteria I, II and III) 

2. Develop a variety of insights through field work on the outcomes of urbanization and appreciate how space 

gets transformed through social and economic activities within urban settlements (Evaluation criteria I and 

II)    

3. The course will provide contextual framework in which students will be able to place learnings from other 

courses of the programme (Evaluation criteria III) 

Pedagogical approach: 

Classroom lectures, case studies discussion and field work-based assignments 
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Please note: For data related to population of India, refer to the Census of India data sets available at 

http://censusindia.gov.in/ 

 

Additional information (if any):NA 
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