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Course Description: 
This course aims to analyse the performance of the agricultural sector since Independence, what 
had led to changes in performance of the sector and what accounts for these changes. It brings into 
focus the impact of agricultural performance on different sections of the rural population. In this 
backdrop the course also focusses on policy level developments that had impacted Indian 
agriculture in the pre-and post-reform period and the changing role of rural institutions to meet 
these challenges for a sustainable growth trajectory. The new trade policy regime, following the 
WTO Agreement on Agriculture, has necessitated major structural changes in the way countries 
support their agriculture. Against this background, it covers two of the major issues—food security 
and climate change—that has come up with changes in economic regimes at the domestic and 
global level.   
Course objectives:  
 Acquaint the students with the growth performance of Indian agriculture since Independence 
 Understanding the impact of macro policy level changes on different sections of the rural 

population in India 
 Understanding the impact of climate change on agriculture and its related impact on food 

security.  
Course content  

Module Topic L T P 
1.  
 

Understanding growth performance of Indian Agriculture- (Pre-and 
Post-Reforms); Implementation of Land Reforms in India- (The 
Case of West Bengal); Economic Differentiation in the rural areas  

10   

2.  Introduction to Rural Society  
Social stratification and exclusion in rural India; Institutional 
Landscape for Rural Development and Agriculture 
 
Green Revolution and its social impact; Influence of Globalization 
on agriculture;  
 
Agriculture and Biotechnology; Sustainable Rural Livelihood; 
Agrarian Crisis (Farmer Suicides in India)   

10   

3.  Agriculture and food security: Concepts  
Types of agriculture; Food production systems; Food security 
concept; types of food insecurity 
 
Agriculture and global development challenges  
Agriculture production under various global development 
challenges; planetary boundaries; SDGs 
 
Agriculture and climate change  

8   



Climate change and food security problems in global and regional 
(India) context 
 
Sustainable agriculture systems  
Methods and strategies for improving crop yield under climate and 
environment stress; sustainable agriculture types (including organic 
farming); subsistence agriculture; resource management systems 

  28 0 0 
Evaluation criteria:                                              Weightage (%) 
Term Paper (Module 1)                 40% 
Presentation (Module 2)     30%  
Presentation (Module 3)                                                    30 % 
Learning outcomes: 
Students will develop a critical understanding on the development of agricultural sector in India 
and on issues like food security and climate change that can impact the livelihood strategy of 
substantial sections of the rural population.   
Pedagogical approach: 
Class room discussions and interactions 
Materials: 
 
Required text: 
 
Suggested readings: 
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Case Studies: 
 
Websites: 
 
Journals: 
 
Other readings: 
 
Additional information (if any): None 
 
Student responsibilities: 
Attendance, feedback, discipline: as per university rules. 
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