
1	|	P a g e 	

	

 

  
 

Name:  
Google Scholar 
Currant Work 
Experience:    

Sazzad Parwez 
ORCiD      SCOPUS iD    and    ResearchGate 
Assistant Professor at School of Development Studies, Indian Institute of 
Health Management Research (IIHMR) University, Jaipur (India) 

 
Education level:     

 
Ph.D. in Economics           (2016) 
M.Phil. in Economics        (2013) 
MBA                                  (2010) 

Contact No.:            + 91-9725662401 
Email ID:    sazzad.parwez@gmail.com,  sazzad@iihmr.edu.in 

 

 
Education 

• Ph.D. in Economics (April 2016) from Centre for Studies in Economics and Planning, Central 
University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar (A Central University, Govt. of India), Gujarat, India  

• M. Phil. in Economics (March 2013) from Centre for Studies in Economics and Planning, 
School of Social Sciences, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar (A Central University, 
Govt. of India), Gujarat, India.  

• M.B.A. in Agribusiness Management (Sept. 2010) from Centre for Agribusiness 
Management, Birsa Agricultural University, Ranchi, India. 

• Diploma in Entrepreneurship and Business Management from the Entrepreneurship 
Development Institute of India (EDI), Gandhinagar, India. 

• B.Sc. (December 2007) in Biotechnology from Sikkim Manipal University of Health, 
Medical and Technological Sciences (SMUHMTS), Gangtok, India. 

• Intermediate- Science (April 2000) from B.I.E.C., Patna, India. 
• Matriculation (June 1998) from B.I.E.C., Patna, India. 
• UGC-NET (December 2012) in Management. 
• UGC-NET (December 2013) in Labour Welfare/Personnel Management/Industrial 

Relations/Labour and Social Welfare/Human Resource Management. 

 

Research Interest 

• Sustainability, Development Economics, and Small Enterprising 

 

Teaching Interest 

• Sustainability, Economics, Livelihoods, and Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
 
Work experience 

• Currently working as Assistant Professor in School of Development Studies, Indian Institute 
of Health Management Research (IIHMR) University, Jaipur, Rajasthan (India) since 
February 2016.  

CURRICULUM VITAE 



2	|	P a g e 	

	

• Worked as Assistant Professor in National Institute of Social Work and Social Sciences, 
Bhubaneswar from July 2015 to January 2016. 

• Worked as a Programme Officer at Knowledge Consortium of Gujarat, Dept. of Higher 
Education, Government of Gujarat, Ahmedabad from December 2013 to May 2015; was 
working on project of ‘Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA)’ and All-India Survey 
on Higher Education (AISHE)’. 

• Worked as Research Associate in Sardar Patel Institute of Economic and Social Research 
(SPISER), Ahmedabad from December 2013-January 2014 on the ICSSR Project on ‘Social 
and Economic problems of Religious Minorities: Social, Geographical and Organisational 
Elements of a Community Oriented Social Enterprise - a case of a Super Market in Juhapura 
and its franchising network across Gujarat’. 

Publications 

1) Sazzad Parwez (with Rajiv Ranjan). ‘Co-optation of Social Enterprising for Bottom of the 
Pyramid (BoP) Poverty Alleviation: The Scale, Dependency and Financial Viability Traps’, 
Business and Society, Sage Journals, Vol. NA, Issue no. NA, Pp NA, ISSN 00076503, 
(ABDC rating A) (under review). 

2) Sazzad Parwez (2019) (with K. Chandra Sekhar). ‘Understanding of Grassroots Innovations 
in India: evidence from the countryside’, Society and Business Review, Emerald Publications, 
Vol. NA, Issue no. NA, Pp 1-28, ISSN 1746-5680, (ABDC rating B). 

3) Sazzad Parwez (2018). ‘On Microfinance-led Socioeconomic Change: Inferences from Field 
Data’, World Economics, Vol. XIX, Issue no. III, Pp 71-85, July–September 2018, ISSN 
Print 1468-1838, ISSN Online: 1474-3884, (ABDC rating B). 

4) Sazzad Parwez (2018) (with Ruchi Patel and K. Chandra Sekhar). A review of microfinance-
led development: evidence from Gujarat, Global Social Welfare, Springer, Vol. V, Issue no. 
IV, 199-210, ISSN No 2196-8799 (SCOPUS indexed). 

5) Sazzad Parwez (2017). Community based entrepreneurship: evidences from a retail case 
study, Journal of Innovation and Entrepreneurship, Springer, Vol. VI, Issue no XIV, Pp. 1-16, 
December 2017, ISSN No 2192-5372 (SCOPUS indexed). 

6) Sazzad Parwez (2018). ‘Enterprising SEZ enclaves and economic development in India’ 
Journal of International Business and Economy, Vol. XIX, Issue no I, Pp. 1-33, 2018, ISSN 
No 1527-8603 (electronic version), (ABDC rating C). 

7) Sazzad Parwez (2017). Assessing contract farming in India, Journal of Asia Entrepreneurship 
and Sustainability, RossiSmith Academic Publications, Oxford, Vol. XIII, Issue no. V, Pp. 
100-131, December 2017, ISSN (Print): 1177-4541, ISSN (Online): 1176-8592 (ABDC 
rating C). 

8) Sazzad Parwez (2016). A Comparative Study of Gujarat and Kerala Developmental 
Experiences, International Journal of Rural Management, SAGE Publications, Vol. XII, Issue 
no. II, Pp. 104–124, ISSN (Print): 0973-0052, ISSN (Online): 0973-0680, (SCOPUS indexed, 
SCImago Journal Rank: 0.124, ICI Indexed). 

9) Sazzad Parwez (2016). A Conceptual Model for Integration of Indian Food Supply chains. 
Global Business Review, SAGE Publications, Vol. XVII, Issue no. IV, Pp. 834-850, June 
2016, ISSN (Print): 0972-1509, ISSN (Online): 0973-0664.  (ABDC rating C, SCImago 
Journal Rank: 0.266, SCOPUS indexed, ICI index). 

10) Sazzad Parwez (2016). Labour and Labour Welfare in Special Economic Zones in India with 
Special Reference to Gujarat, South Asian Survey, SAGE Publications Vol. XXIII, Issue no. 
II, Pp. 1–23, 2016, ISSN (Online): 0973-0788, Print: 0971-5231 (Impact factor 0.173).  



3	|	P a g e 	

	

11) Sazzad Parwez (2016). A study on Special Economic Zone Implicated Land acquisition and 
Utilisation, International Journal of Development and Conflict, Vol. VI, Issue no. II, Pp 136-
153., ISSN: 2010-2704 (ABDC rating B, SCOPUS indexed, Impact factor 0.29).  

12) Sazzad Parwez (2016) (with Dr.Vinod Sen). Special Economic Zone, Land Acquisition, and 
Impact on Rural India, Emerging Economy Studies, SAGE Publications, Vol. II, Issue no. II, 
Pp 223-239, ISSN no (online) 2454-2148, ISSN No (Print) 2394-9015. 

13) Sazzad Parwez (2015). Modified Labour Welfare measure for Special Economic Zone and 
Implications, The Indian Journal of Industrial Relations, Shri Ram Centre for Industrial 
Relations & Human Resources, New Delhi, Vol. L, Issue no. III, Pp. 386-396, January 2015, 
ISSN: 0019-5286 (ABDC rating C, ICI indexed, JSTOR indexed). 

14) Sazzad Parwez (2014). Supply Chain dynamics of Indian Agriculture: Reference to 
Information Technology and Knowledge Management. Stewart Postharvest Review, Stewart 
Postharvest Solutions (UK) Ltd, United Kingdom, Vol. X, Issue no. I, Pp 01-05. March 2014, 
ISSN No. 1745-9656. (SCOPUS indexed, SCImago Journal Rank: .419, H Index: 17, NAAS 
Rating: 3.4). 

15) Sazzad Parwez (2014). Food Supply Chain Management in Indian Agriculture: Issues, 
Opportunities and Further Research, African Journal of Business Management. Academic 
Journals, Lagos, Nigeria, Vol. VIII, Issue no. XIV, Pp 572-581. July 2014, ISSN: 1993-8233 
(Google Scholar h5-index: 36). 

16) Sazzad Parwez (2014). Supply Chain Dynamics of Indian Agriculture, Productivity: A 
Quarterly Journal of the National Productivity Council, National Productivity Council, New 
Delhi. Government of India, Vol. LV, Issue no. III, Pp: 286-294. October- December 2014, 
ISSN (Print): 0032-9924, ISSN (Online): 0976-3902. (ICI indexed) 

Case Study 

1) Sazzad Parwez (2017). Co-operative led contract farming in India: a case study of Amul, 
Journal of Co-operative Studies, UK Society of Co-operative Studies, Vol. 50, Issue 2 (no 
150), Pp: 54-59, ISSN No. 0961-5784 (ABDC rating C). 

Book Chapters 

1) Sazzad Parwez (with Neha Shivani) (2015). Regional Disparity and Health: A Comparative 
Analysis of Gujarat and Jharkhand, in Book titled “Maternal and Child Health in India: 
Policies and Challenges”. Bookwell Publications, Pp.197-208. ISBN no. 93-80574-73-8.  

News Paper Articles 
 

1) Sazzad Parwez (2018). ‘Changing the Rural Landscape’ in Deccan Herald, dated April 12, 
2018.  

2) Sazzad Parwez and Gautam Sadhu (2018). ‘Contract farming can revive India's agriculture’ 
in Hindustan Times, dated July 2, 2018. 
 

Books 

1) Sazzad Parwez (2014) and Dr.Vinod Sen. “Food Supply Chain Management in Indian 
Agriculture”. Excel India Publishers, New Delhi, ISBN No. 978-93-83842-11-7. 

 



4	|	P a g e 	

	

Conferences/Seminar  

International Conferences/Seminar 

1) Presented a paper titled “Projecting Rural Income in India” at "International Conference and 
Training Workshop on Household and Living Arrangement Projections for Informed 
Decision-Making organised by the Peking University, Beijing held during 09-11 May 2019. 

2) Presented a paper titled “State led industrialisation and legitimacy to accumulation by 
dispossession in India” at Critical approaches to competition, markets and economic 
governance organized by the University of Liverpool, Liverpool, UK held during 07-08 
September 2018. 

3) Presented a paper titled “Understanding Development Manifested Faminisation of Labour: 
inferences from Special Economic Zone” at 7th ECPR SG on Regulatory 
Governance 2018 Conference organized by the European Council of Political Research 
(ECPR) and University of Lausanne, Switzerland held during 04-06 July 2018. 

4) Presented a paper titled “Possible Determinants of Grassroots innovation” at Fourth 
INDIALICS International Conference on Innovation and Sustainable Development organized 
by the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, Centre for Development Studies, 
Trivandrum held during 02-04 November 2017. 

5) Presented a paper titled “Special Economic Zone led Environmental Degradation” at 
International seminar on Poverty, Environment and Sustainable Development Goals in Asia-
Pacific organized by the Institute for Social and Economic Change, Bangalore held during 08-
09 December 2016. 

6) Presented a paper titled ‘Devaluation of labour welfare and social security with reference to 
Special Economic Zone in India’ at XIth International Conference on Labour History 
organized by the Association of Indian Labour Historians and V.V. Giri National Labour 
Institute, Noida held during 21-23 March 2016. 

7) Presented a paper titled “Grassroots innovation and Road ahead” at “Third INDIALICS 
International Conference on Innovation and Sustainable Development” organized by the 
Centre for Development Studies (CDS), Trivandrum and Research and Information Systems 
for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi on 16-18 March 2016. 

National Conferences/Seminar 

1) Presented a paper titled ‘Industrialisation, Special Economic Zones and feminisation of 
labour’ at 59th Annual Conference of the Indian Society of Labour Economics (ISLE), 
organised by the Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation (GIFT), Thiruvananthapuram, 
Kerala University and Centre for Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram held during 16-
18 December 2017. 

2) Presented a paper titled ‘Special economic zones, land acquisition and rural implications’ at 
National Seminar on ‘Land Rights, Changing Agrarian Relations and Rural Transformation’, 
organized by National Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj, Hyderabad held 
during 13-17, October 2016.  

3) Presented a paper titled ‘Exploitation and Feminisation of Employment in Special Economic 
Zone’ at National Workshop of Women's Employment and Economic Growth organized by 
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Germany and Calcutta University, Kolkata held during 09-10 June 
2016. 

4) Presented a paper titled ‘Special Economic Zone and Socio-Economic implication on Rural 
India’ at National Seminar on Reconstructing Development and its Discontents in India: 



5	|	P a g e 	

	

Problems, Paradoxes and Possibilities organized by Ravenshaw University; Cuttack held 
during 14-15 November 2015. 

5) Presented a paper titled ‘Special Economic Zone Directed Foreign Direct Investment and its 
implication on Indian Economy’ at National Development Convention on Resources, 
Institutions and Development: Contestation and Possibilities in Globalizing India” organized 
by Gujarat Institute of Development Research, Ahmedabad held during 11-12 February 2015. 

6) Presented a paper titled ‘FDI in Retail- Bane for developing economy: An empirical study of 
Global impact with reference to India’ at National Seminar on Trade in services in India and 
inclusive Growth Paradigm: Emerging Opportunities and Future Challenges organized by 
Indian Institute of Foreign Trade, New Delhi held during 22-23 August 2013. 

7) Presented a paper titled ‘Microfinance for Inclusive Growth of women in Rural India: 
Expectations and Outcomes’ at National Seminar on Women’s Participation and Inclusive 
Development organized by the National Institute of Rural Development, Hyderabad held 
during 11-13 March 2013. 

8) Presented a paper titled ‘Knowledge Acquisition and Retention: A key for Managing talent in 
Higher Education’ at National Conference on Excellence in Higher Education organized by 
Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi held during 28-30 June 2012. 

Workshop/Training 

1) Advanced Graduate Workshop on Indian Development from July 6-10, 2015 organised by 
Azim Premji University, Bangalore and Institute of New Economic Thinking. 

2) Workshop on various methods in Microfinance research from October 7-18, 2013 at V.V. Giri 
National Labour Institute, Noida (UP), India 

3) Workshop on Qualitative research method in labour Economics from July 2-13, 2012 at V.V. 
Giri National Labour Institute, Noida (UP), India 

Invited Talks 

1) On ‘Sustainable agricultural value chain and practices in India’ at Asian Agricultural Food 
Forum (ASAFF) on 28th-30th June 2018 at Jakarta, Indonesia. 
 

Countries visited for academic work 

1. United Kingdom   2. Switzerland    3. China   4. Indonesia 

 

Awards/Fellowship 

• Moulana Azad National Fellowship, UGC, New Delhi, 2011-12 

Guest Reviewer 

- Applied Economics Letters, Taylor and Francis Online 
- International Journal of Rural Management, SAGE Journals 
- African Journal of Business Management. Academic Journals 

Professional Membership 

- International Society for Development and Sustainability (ISDS), Japan.  
- Globalics, Rio de Janeiro, Brasil 



6	|	P a g e 	

	

- Indian Association of Agriculture Economics, New Delhi. 
- Trialect, CA, United States of America 

 
 

Research Projects 

1. Developing the Baseline for Implementation of Rural Sanitation Initiatives for Ganga 
Rejuvenation in Jharkhand 

Agency: UNDP, New Delhi; Budget: Rs. 32,70000 
Duration: September 2016 to April 2017 
Project is about Ganga Rejuvenation process conducted by UNDP with support of 
Government of India. Project required us to conduct a baseline study for Rural Sanitation 
Initiatives to be taken at route of Ganga in Jharkhand. Study covers 72 villages in 82 km of 
streamline of Ganga.  
 
2. Assessing microfinance led development in rural Rajasthan 
Agency: Institute of health Management Research, Jaipur; Budget: Rs. 18,5900.00 
Duration: October 2017 to October 2018. 
This study is examining the premise of microfinance for poverty eradication and financial 
inclusion mechanism for development of social systems and subsystems for livelihood 
development in rural Rajasthan. This study tries to explore the impact of microfinance on 
socio-economic development which could be sustained for a longer period in the context of 
various initiatives as programmes and schemes of government and non- government 
organizations. The study refers empirical evidence from Ajmer, Tonk, Dosa and Dholpur with 
in total of 384 sample size. 

3. Formulation of evidence based and actionable dietary advice for pregnant and lactating 
women in Rajasthan 

Agency: Children Investment Fund Foundation, United Kingdom 
Budget: Rs 68,00000.00 
Duration: February 2017 to July 2017. 

This study is about collection and examining the dietary advice for pregnant and lactating 
women, Survey was mainly conducted in Udaipur, Baran and Barmer district of Rajasthan. In 
total 2160 respondent has been interviewed for this purpose in systematic manner for further 
data analysis and interpretation. 

Administrative Responsibilities 

• Part of university development and planning committee;  
• Sub-committee to oversee the review of course curriculum of PG program 
• Coordinator (Summer Internship and Field segment) 
• Member of outreach committee of School of Development Studies, IIHMR university. 
• Member of University Library Committee. 

 
Personal information 
 
Gender:                                         

 
Male        

Birth date:                                     13th March 1983  
Nationality:                                   Indian                



7	|	P a g e 	

	

Marital Status:   
Mother’s Name:                                                       

Married 
Ayesha Khatoon 

Father’s Name:                                 Abu Saiyed Ansari 
Spouse Name:     Juhi Siddiqui  
Extra-Curricular Activities:             Football, Cricket 
Hobbies: 
Address    
 
 
References                                        

Music, Traveling 
Indian Institute of Health Management Research (IIHMR) University, 
1, Prabhu Dayal Marg, Jaipur- 302029, India    
 
 

 
Dr. Anand Venketesh 
Professor, Institute of Rural Management (IRMA), 
Anand-388001, Gujarat, India 
E-mail : anand.eco@gmail.com 
Mobile No. : (+91) 8141066750 

 
Dr. Vinod Sen 
Asst. Professor, Department of Economics, 
Indira Gandhi National Tribal University 
Amarkantak, Pin Code 484 887, India 
E-mail: senvinod79@gmail.com 
Mobile No.: (+91) 9377427964 
 

Prof. Rahul Ghai 
Associate Professor, Indian Institute of Health 
Management Research (IIHMR) University, Jaipur-
302029, Rajasthan, India 
E-mail : rahulghai@iihmr.edu.in 
Mobile No. : (+91) 9898111594 
 

 

 
 
Déclaration 

 

 
The above information given is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Place:  Jaipur, India                                                                                  

Date:  15-05-2019                                                                                                      Signature 



Understanding of grassroots
innovations in India: evidence

from the countryside
Sazzad Parwez

School of Development Studies,
Indian Institute of Health Management Research, Jaipur, India, and

K. Chandra Shekar
Centre For Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India

Abstract
Purpose – Disadvantaged regions in India suffer from various forms of problems aggravated by
constraints of accessibility. This paper aims to conceptualize innovations as solutions to the problem at
grassroots.
Design/methodology/approach – This paper tries to bridge empirical gaps in conceptualization of
innovations at grassroots with the application of both empirical and theoretical methods.
Findings – Grassroots innovation is an important instrument to solve such problems in these regions,
where appropriate solution is not developed by the government instrument or private agencies (market) in
general with various forms of value creation.
Originality/value – This paper tries to bridge empirical gaps in conceptualization of innovations at
grassroots.

Keywords Socio-economic, Informal, Development, Rural, Grassroots innovations, Institutional

Paper type Research paper

1. Introduction
Evidence across the board suggest that globalization has not impacted the disadvantaged
regions and people positively, largely superficial in nature. It has led to various forms of
socio-economic problems that are critical to these backward regions. Even the presence
of vast natural resources has not led to better livelihood prospect, in fact, it is another cause
of exploitation (Siyanbola et al., 2012).

The existing model of globalization needs to be given a new direction or partial variation
in existing status. While there is always scope for consumption of externally produced or
sourced goods or services locally, but dependency needs to be reduced through various
forms of indigenous activities. This led to the tryst toward an alternative mode of
development processes. Subsequently, grassroots innovation emerged as a sustainable form
solution to problems and development.

This study is an attempt to understand grassroots innovation based on available
knowledge and inferences from India. The informal sector in India provides employment to
the majority of the workforce (92 per cent). Population associated informal sector is
generally from disadvantageous regions and community. Informal employment is 98
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Abstract This paper is based on the premise of microfinance
for financial inclusion mechanism leading to the development
of social systems and subsystems in Gujarat. The study also
tries to examine microfinance model and implications in the
context of various initiatives taken by the government and
non-government agencies in Gujarat supported by field evi-
dences. The present study relied on both theoretical and em-
pirical methodologies. Field data comprised 225-sample size,
collected through systematic sampling in Gujarat; secondary
data has been compiled from relevant print and electronic
sources. Findings suggest that microfinance interventions
should not be limited to credit deployment; rather, they should
focus on group formation, savings, livelihood promotion, en-
terprise development and marketing of produce. The paper
concludes that microfinance plays an important role in
socio-economic development.

Keywords Gujarat . Microfinance .Women . Self-help
group . Livelihood . Socio-economic development

Introduction

Indian villages are challenged with issues related to poverty,
illiteracy, lack of skills, poor health care systems, etc. These
are problems that cannot be tackled individually but can be
better solved through group efforts. Today, these groups in
rural horizon involved in such activities known as self-help
groups (SHGs) are a vehicle of change for the poor and mar-
ginalized. The formation of SHG is directed towards organiz-
ing poor and marginalized to come together for solving indi-
vidual or collective problems (Yunus 2008). The SHG model
of development is used by the government, NGOs and other
agencies worldwide. The poor collect their savings and depos-
it them in banks; in return, they receive easy access to the loan
with a small rate of interest to start their microlevel enterprises
(Hashemi et al. 1996).

The microfinance model has evolved due to committed indi-
viduals and financial agencies promoting self-employment lead-
ing to poverty alleviation. There is banking, non-banking, nation-
al and international developmental agencies playing the signifi-
cant role in encouraging microfinance as a change agent. In the
early stages of microfinance movement in India, NGOs played
the vital role in innovating and developing the model. In the
1980s, government authorities provided the needed impetus
andworkedwith development organizations, non-banking finan-
cial institutions and bankers to encourage the formation of these
savings and credit groups. State governments are encouraged to
provide and develop an institutional support system for creation
of these groups (Parwez 2015). During early 1990s, policy
makers realized that SHGs are just financial intermediation but
can be an effective developmental instrument for socio-economic
development.

Though the regional outreach of the programme is highly
skewed, concentration of microfinance activities is in southern
states, started picking up in other states after 2000 (Ghosh

* Sazzad Parwez
sazzad.parwez@gmail.com

Ruchi Patel
energy_ruchi161@yahoo.in

K. Chandra Shekar
chandrashekarhcu@gmail.com

1 School of Rural Management, Indian Institute of Health
Management Research, Jaipur, Rajasthan 302029, India

2 Centre for Studies in Economics and Planning, Central University of
Gujarat, Gandhinagar, Gujarat 382030, India

3 Centre for Development Studies,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 695011, India

Glob Soc Welf (2018) 5:199–210
DOI 10.1007/s40609-017-0095-3

mailto:sazzad.parwez@gmail.com
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s40609-017-0095-3&domain=pdf

	Understanding of grassroots innovations in India: evidence from the countryside
	1. Introduction

	A Review of Microfinance-Led Development: Evidence from Gujarat
	Abstract
	Introduction


