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A Study of Indian Infant Mortality-with-
respect to different Socioeconomic, Maternal
and Environmental Factors
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Nit Ranjan

Abstract '

Infant mortality rates have been declining in India. From 140-120 deaths
per thousand live births in the 1970s, it has come down to 44 deaths per
thousand live births in 2011. However, the annual rate of declinf:j:; less than
- 2.5 percent. And with this the problem cannot be ignored, as the absolute
number of infant deaths is not coming down. India is a large country and
includes states with varying levels of economic indicators. They have different
levels of development, health infrastructure and per capita income, which
results in the different rates of decline in infant mortality. This paper tries to
study the impact of these indicators on reducing infant mortality and explained
the trends in IMR with respect to different socioeconomic, maternal and
environmental factors and also proposed the regression model on a state level.
The set of indicators was selected after a thorough review of empirical studies.
The analysis suggests that institutional birth and improved sanitation played
major role in the reduction of infant mortality.

Key Words- Infant mortality rate, health economics, sociocconomic status, improved
sanitation, institutional delivery
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