
 

Course title: Legal and Regulatory Aspects of Infrastructure 

Course code: BSI 167 No. of credits: 2 L-T-P distribution: 20-08-0 Learning hours: 28 

Pre-requisite course code and title (if any): 

Department: Department of Business &Sustainability 

Course coordinator (s):  Course instructor (s):  

Contact details:  

Course type Core Course offered in: Semester I 

Course description 

This course provides an overview of the Constitutional and general legal context in which the infrastructure 

sector 

operates.Italsocoversthelegislativeandpolicyframeworkwithinwhichthespecificinfrastructureactivityhastobe 

undertaken. Special emphasis is placed on the regulatory law of different infrastructure sectors, and attemptsto 

Under take a comparative assessment of the regulatory laws and policies of different infrastructure sectors. 

Course objectives 

 Toprovideanoverviewoftheconstitutionalandthegenerallegalcontextinwhichtheinfrastructuresector 

operates 

 To examine the importance of independent regulation ininfrastructure 

 Toanalyzethelawsandpoliciesandthereformscarriedoutinselectinfrastructuresectors 

Course content 

Module Topic L T P 

1. Constitutional aspects 

Indian Constitution – Salient features – Fundamental Rights - Allocation of 

jurisdictionoverdifferentinfrastructuresectorsbetweentheCentreandState- 

law makingpowers 

Allocationofnaturalresources:Judicialreview 

Administrativelaw 

3 1 0 

2. Independentregulation:NewMechanismofGovernanceininfrastructure 

Theories of regulation-genesis of Independent regulation-evolution of 

regulationindifferentjurisdictions-Designandstructureofregulators-scope 

andfunctions-regulatoryprocess-
regulatoryautonomyandaccountability- regulatory predictability 
andcertainty 

3 0 0 

3. Infrastructure Sectoral polices, reforms and laws    

 Power Sector/Electricity 

Introduction-evolutionofthepowersectorreforms,polices-ElectricityAct, 

2003 - National Electricity policy- legal framework- the state 

electricity boards-licensingframework-

ProvisionsRelatingtoandworkingof 
Electricity Regulatory Commissions-their structure, role and functions 

3 2 0 

 Telecommunications 

Thenationaltelecompolicies-thelegalframework-regulatoryagencies- 

functioning,powerandfunctionsofTRAIandTDSAT 

3 2 0 

 Oil, Petroleum and Natural Gas 

Reforms, policies and legal framework -New Exploration Licensing Policy 

(NELP)-productionsharingcontracts-thePetroleumRegulatoryandNatural 

GasBoardAct–theemergingregulatoryreforms 

2 1 0 

4. Water 

WaterpolicyandGeneralLegalframeworkandreforms-Waterrights-state 

jurisdiction- new regulatoryreforms in water sector- 

2 1 0 

 Transport 

Law, policy and reforms relating to Airports-Railways-Road –Port; TAMP; 

an 
overview of coastal shipping and Inland Water Transport policy 

3 1 0 

 Waste Management: Legal and regulatory framework 1 0 0 



 

 Total 20 8 0 

Evaluation criteria 

Test 1: Term paperandpresentations 50% 

Test 2: Written Exam:  50% 

Learning outcomes 

1. Thestudentswillbeabletounderstandthelawsapplicabletotheinfrastructuresector 

2. Thestudentswouldhaveacquiredtheskilltointerprettherelevantlegislationandjudicialpronouncements. 

Pedagogical approach 

Acombinationoflecturebasedandproblembasedlearningwouldbeused.Casestudieswouldbeusedforinitiating 
Discussions in the module on specific sectors. 

Materials 

Required text 

1. NationalTransportDevelopmentPolicyCommitteeReport(RakeshMohanCommittee) 

2. Jain,M.P.(2014),IndianConstitutionalLaw,7
th

Edn.,LexisNexis,NewDelhi. 

3. Baldwin,R.andC.McCrudden(1987),RegulationandPublicLaw,Weidenfeld&Nicolson,London. 

4. Basu,D.D.(2003),TheConstitutionalLawofIndia,7
th

Edn,WadhwaandCompany,NewDelhi. 

5. Massey,I.P(2008),AdministrativeLaw,7
th

Edn,EasternBookCompany,Lucknow. 

6. Joshi,Piyush(2003),LawRelating toInfrastructureProjects,2
nd

Edn,Butterworths,NewDelhi. 

7. SKSarkar,LeenaSrivastava(ed)(2002),ReformsintheInfrastructureSectors:NextSteps,TERIPress,New 

Delhi. 

8. Sarkar,S.K.andSrivastava,Leena(ed)(1999),Transitiontoaliberalizedenvironment:experiencesandissues 

in regulation, TERI Press, NewDelhi. 

9. Sundar,S.andSarkarS.K.(2000),FrameworkforInfrastructureRegulation,TERIPress,NewDelhi. 

10. Shapiro,SidneyandTomain,Joseph(2003),Regulatorylawandpolicy:CasesandMaterials,LexisNexis,New 

Delhi. 

11. IndiaInfrastructureReport

s Case studies 

Websites 
Journals 

Additional information (if any) 

Student responsibilities 
Attendance, feedback, discipline, guest faculty etc. 
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Mr M V Shiju 

Course reviewers: 

1. Mr. Nishant Beniwal, Associate Partner at Khaitan&Co 

2. Mr. Mohit Abraham,Consultant 

 

 

 


