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Course description:

Urbanisation is the most pervasive spatial and social transformation post-industrialisation.
With over half the world’s population residing in settlements which are classified as urban
and the numbers expected to grow, it is important to focus attention on the processes of
urbanisation, the nature of urban settlements and the outcomes of urbanisation. The course is
designed to provide an understanding of the historical, economic, social, and spatial
phenomena that represent the foundation of urban development and change. It covers various
theories which explain the urbanisation process, formation of cities, city systems, city
structures and relationships among the various entities within them. The course is structured
under four modules. Module 1 sets an Overview of Urbanisation Process. Module 2 covers
the Concepts of Urban Economics. Module 3 focuses on the Spatial Organisation of Cities.
Module 4 is devoted Urban Sociological Theories.

Course objectives:

e To develop an understanding about the concepts and processes associated with
urbanisation

e To create comprehension about the functional (land uses) and social (socio-cultural
groups and areas) organisation of space in the city, and hierarchical arrangements of urban
settlements

Course contents

Module | Topic L |T |P
1 Module 1: Concept of Urban Settlements and Urbanisation | 10 |2 |4
Process

a) Typology of urban settlements — statutory, non-statutory,
metropolitan city, mega city, urban agglomerations

b) Process of urbanisation — the role of migration,
industrialisation, globalisation

c) City core, peri-urban areas and rural-urban interactions

d) Issues associated with urbanisation — development,
livelihoods, informal settlements

2 Module 2: Concepts of Urban Economics - How do Cities | 6
Grow?

a) Agglomeration economies and scale economies
b) Land use patterns, land rent

3 Module 3: Spatial Organisation of Cities — How do Cities | 8 2
Differ in Size?
a) Primate City
b) Rank Size Distribution
c) Central Place Theory




4 Module 4: Urban Sociological Theories 8 |4 |6

a) Demographic transition theory

b) Internal structure of cities: Concentric Zone Theory,
Sector Theory, Multiple Nuclei Theory

¢) Indian city model — neighbourhoods (mohallas), markets
(bazaar), residential typologies

Total 32 |8 |10

Evaluation criteria:

The evaluation is based on two distinct components, viz. field work-based assignments and
an end-Semester written examination as per the following details:

Type and Weightage (%)

Minor Test 1: 20% - Oral presentation
Minor Test 2: 30% - Written assignment (15%) and Photo story based on transect mapping
(15%)

Minors 1 and 2 are field-work assignments on a chosen thematic covering the processes and
outcomes of urbanisation in a selected study site of a city to be taken as a case study. A
tutorial session will be organised at the beginning of the semester for discussing and finalising
the case study. This will be followed by tutorial sessions for discussion on the assignment
and progress of work. The assignments will be based on a review of literature, data collected
from secondary sources, and documenting the existing situation analysis based on field work
and presented in a structured manner. Photo story will be based on documenting and creating
a narrative on the chosen thematic using photographs of transect taken during fieldwork
presented as a poster and a short story. (Evaluation linked to Modules 1, 2 and 4)

Major Test: 50% - Written Examination
This will be the end-semester examination. (Evaluation linked to all Modules)

Learning outcomes:
On successful completion of this course the students will be able to:

1. Develop insights on urbanisation from inter-disciplinary perspectives and
demonstrate understanding of the diverse types of urban settlements, processes of
urbanisation and its outcomes (All evaluation criterion)

2. Assess the transformation of urban spaces due to social and economic activities within
urban settlements with the help of field work (Evaluation criterion 1 and 2)

3. Gain competence in contextualising urbanisation in India for enhanced understanding
of learnings from other courses of the programme (Evaluation criteria 3)

Pedagogical approach:

The course will be delivered through classroom lectures, case studies discussion and field
work-based assignments. A significant component of learning is derived from practical
sessions including tutorials for developing greater comprehension about the theme chosen for
assignment and field work conducted in a chosen urban space/area/neighbourhood. A tutorial
session will be organised at the beginning of the semester for discussing and finalising the
theme of assignment and its case study area. This will be followed by tutorial sessions for
discussion on the assignment to enable students to develop greater comprehension about the




selected theme of their assignment and at the same time also help monitor and direct the
progress of work. These discussions would facilitate and enhance peer-learning.
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