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Course Description
This course is intended to introduce concepts, laws and policies relating to water at the national and

international level. The course specifically covers water rights and human rights to water, legal
aspects of ground water; national and international water sharing agreements and disputes; conflict
resolution and liability.

Course objectives

1. To introduce the students to various concepts, laws relating to water at the international, and
national level

2. To analyse issues relating to access, allocation and use of water resources and the need for
regulation

3. To explore the causes for water conflicts, different methods of conflicts resolution and principles
used in such resolution

Course Content L T P

Module 1: An Introduction to the Legal Framework on Water 6

Rights over Water — Various doctrines - Riparian rights; Prior appropriation;
territorial sovereignty; natural water flow, equitable apportionment; equitable
utilization- Right of Water and Water Rights, Fundamental right to water -
Access to Water — Gender and Class issues

Ownership of water, state’s power: Common law doctrines, Indian Easement
Act, 1882; Various irrigation statutes, Doctrine of Public Trust - Human Right
to Water - Constitutional Basis of Water regulation

Lake protection in India — Wetland Rules — Case Studies

Module 2: International Water Law 4 4

An overview of International water law: Diffused nature of International Water
Law; Treaties at the global, regional and bilateral level; Soft law instruments

Customary principles of international law in the field of water: limited
sovereignty (equitable utilization), no harm, and peaceful resolution of disputes;
Principles of polluter pays, prevention, precaution, sustainability and
subsidiarity.

UN Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International
Watercourses, Helsinki Rules on the Uses of Waters of International Rivers;




Module 3: Ground Water 4 4

Issues relating to ownership; State control; Various state laws; Model Ground
Water Bill; Central Ground Water Commission

Treaties and other instruments at the international level: United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification

Regional Treaties; Non-Governmental instruments: Helsinki Rules, Berlin
Rules, The Seoul Rules on International Ground waters [1986], International
Law relating to Transboundary Aquifers: The Guarani Aquifer Agreement; ILC
Draft Articles on the Law of Transboundary Aquifers

Module 4: Reforms 4 2

Reasons; National Water Framework Law; Decentralisation; Private
participation;

Module 5: Conflict Resolution and Liability 4 2

Nature of conflicts; Different modes of dispute resolution National Level (Case
Study India):

Inter-State Water Disputes Act, 1956; Role of judiciary; Mullaperiyar dispute;
Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal (NWDT)

Liability: Nature; Tortious liability; Plachimada Tribunal Bill, 2011
International Tribunal: Kishanganga Arbitration

Total 22 12
Evaluation criteria

e Class participation : 10

e Term Paper 25

e Presentations 25

o Test3 40

Learning outcomes
By the end of the course, it is expected that the students will:
1. Demonstrate the ability to understand the existing legislative and policy framework governing
the water sector and recognition of various rights associated with water.
2. Be able to critically appreciate and practically analyse various water laws and policies in thye
national and International level.

Pedagogical approach
Predominantly based on classroom teaching and discussion. It is expected that the students come

prepared with the readings, thus leading to a healthy discussion.
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