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Course Description

This course is designed to provide students with a practical environment to reflect upon the policy-relevant
dimensions covered across the sectors and develop their skills to conduct evidence synthesis and scoping in
order to identify key policy research questions. In the second part of this course, the students will take up some
of the identified research questions to develop a policy paper considering their feasibility to be carried out.
Some of the unattended research questions students may select for their dissertation work. This course is the
first part of a two-part course that imparts practical knowledge of the processes of policymaking or developing
a policy paper/brief. In this part, the students learn the initial process of identifying policy-relevant research
questions through the scoping of literature and other evidence, and stakeholder consultation.

Course objectives

¢ To provide students with a platform to practically engage in evidence synthesis and systematically
review the bibliographic databases and other sources of evidence to carry out a scoping exercise in the
select policy-relevant domains.

e To equip students with the skill to identify and draft policy-relevant research questions based on the
identified research gaps from the scoping exercise of the collated literature/evidence.

e To orient students to the relevance and essential conditions to carry out the stakeholder analysis
including the process of identifying key stakeholders and critical research questions based on the
discussions.

¢ To provide students with a platform to enhance their skills to conduct, moderate or lead the
brainstorming sessions to extract critical research questions through reaching on consensus.

Evaluation criteria:
Course grades will be based on the following criteria:
e Minor Test: Presentation of Scoping Exercise (40%)
e Major Test: Submission of Review Paper (60%)

Learning outcomes:
Upon completion of this course, students would be able to:
e enhance their practical skills to delineate policy dimensions across the domains.
e augment their understanding to develop relevant policy research questions through scoping of
literature and other evidence.

Student responsibilities:
e At least 75% attendance will be required.
e Active classroom participation; Critical reflections during Brainstorming Sessions; Equal
participation of the participants working in a group.

Course Outline prepared by: Dr. Chandan Kumar

Course reviewers
1. Dr. Sunil Pandey, Director, Circular Economy and Waste Management, The Energy and Resources
Institute (TERI), New Delhi, India.
2. Dr. Prashanth N. Srinivas, Director & Health Equity Cluster Lead, Institute of Public Health,
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Additional Information

This Course outline was approved in the 59" Academic Council Meeting held on 4™ June 2024 at TERI School
of Advanced Studies, New Delhi.

Note: This is a brief outline of the course. Detailed Course Content is available to students through University
Intranet.
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